
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor 

 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 21:1-11  

 

PROCESSIONAL #CH 192 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)  from Psalm 22 

LEADER:  Whoever turns to God will find relief, for you will save them, taking pleasure in their 

faith. 

PEOPLE: For you are the one who broke me forth from the womb, who taught me trust from 

my mother’s breast. 

LEADER: I can count all my bones.  They gaze at me, staring with greed.  They divide my clothes 

among themselves, casting lots upon my garments. 

PEOPLE: But you are God – don’t be distant!  My ram of protection, rush to my help!  Lift my 

soul from the sword.  From the claws of the dogs, keep me intact. 

LEADER:  Those who hold God in wonder – give praise.  All people of God – give thanks to 

heavenly glory. 

PEOPLE:  Tremble before the Holy One, all people of God, for God does not spurn the 

affliction cries of the poor. 

ALL:  O God, you do not hide from the sorrowful; when they cry out for salvation, you listen. 

 

INVOCATION Pastor 

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 26:14-35  

 

*HYMN #CH 196 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (v. 1-3) 

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 26:36-56  

 
EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES OF LENT   

 (As we light the four candles of Advent on each Sunday of that season, leading to the lighting of the Christ 

Candle on Christmas Eve, so we extinguish one candle on each of the Sundays in Lent as we prepare for the 

darkness of Jesus’ betrayal and death, extinguishing the Christ Candle at our Tenebrae Service on Maundy 

Thursday.  Please read aloud the lines in Bold type.) 

 

During this time of Lenten preparation, we think of those who turned away from the light of Jesus. And 

we remember that we, too, turn away. Just as those who hailed Jesus as a king when he entered 

Jerusalem later called for his death, we too often support the way of Jesus only when it is expedient for 

us.  By word and deed, we join Judas and Peter in betrayal and denial of Jesus.  In acts of anger and 

greed, selfishness and thoughtlessness, we crucify the Christ again. We extinguish the sixth candle, 

confessing our complicity in the death of Jesus. 

 

Most holy and merciful Creator, you are Father and Mother to us:  We confess to you and to one 

another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own 



fault in thought, word, and deed;  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.  

Have mercy on us, Lord.  

Restore us, Loving Creator, and let our guilt depart from us;  

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.  

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,  

That we may show forth your glory in the world.  

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord Jesus,  

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

(silence) 

Hear now the Good News – we are forgiven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS  Pastor 

 

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 26:57-75  

 
*HYMN #CH 210 “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” (v. 1-2) 

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 27:1-23  

 

RECEIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS 

*Hymn: Praise God from whom all blessings flow,Whose constant love and grace we know. Bless 

now, O God, these gifts we give That others may in your peace live.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 27:24-44  

 
*HYMN #CH 210 “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended” (v. 3-4) 

 

SCRIPTURE  Matthew 27:45-61  

  

HYMN #CH 202 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

BENEDICTION Pastor 

 

Every Member a Minister 

Rev. M. Christopher Boyer, Pastor 

Lee Campbell, Pastor Emerita  

Rev. Stephen Guantai, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Jorge Saquic, Associate Pastor 

Pamela Scalise, Pianist 

 


